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Lauren Cruz 03.30.2016 
[JACK P. BELL CORRESPONDENCE  - EVABEL COLLECTION APRIL 1943 – MAY 1943 #19] 
[Page 1 – Front of Envelope] 
MRS. J. P. BEll       [[Image: 3-Cent Purple 
345 W. RIVER ST.   [[Image: Post-mark  postage stamp with image 
ELYRIA, OHIO   stamp, with print text  of Thomas Jefferson.]] 
          “ELYRIA / OHIO / 1943”   
     encircling date:  
     “MAY 11 / 130 PM”]]  
         
 Pvt John. P. Bell 
78 [[underscore]] th [[/underscore]] Sig. Co. A.P.O. 78 
  Camp Butner, 
         N.C. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauren Cruz 03.30.2016 
[Page 2 – Letter] 
    May 10, 
Darling Husband, 
 I have so much to tell you 
I don’t know where to begin.  But just 
I’ll start with when I came home.  
   Well it was raining so I had to take 
the bus home.  And when I got there, 
there were two letters from my lover 
boy.  And they were both the sweetest 
letters.  I love all your letters.  As long  
as you tell me you love [[superscript]] me [[/superscript]].  I’m satisfied. 
Anyway, after that I went downtown 
and paid our bills and then I bought 
a new dress.  It’s yellow and I don’t  
particularly care about it but it’s 
the only thing I could find that 
would fit me.  And I had my new 
coat shortened and [[image: scratched-out word]] boy is it short. 
Just the way you like it.  And I’m 
going to have my dress shortened 
like that too.  So if I come to North 
Car[o]lina I shall wear it for you. 
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  3/ 
folks in to Cleveland Sun. 
Now I’ve the most important thing to 
tell you, Darling, I love you so very much. 
You are such a sweet darling and such  
a darling sweetheart.  I’m so lost with 
out you, Darling.  Not that I’m morbid 
about your going but, Sweetheart, you 
were so much of me.  Your lips were 
on mine so often that now I try to 
imagine that I can feel them.  Baby 
you were always such a sweet lover.  
What a wonderful time we are going  
to have when we are to-gether.  
You said you were always so proud 
of me when I was dressed, well, Darling 
when you get dressed I’m always so  
proud of you.  I always feel as though 
I’ve got the best looking husband in the 
whole world.  And the best dressed. 
And the sweetest and the best. 
   You asked me about your Elgin. 
Well, I wear it for good.  I wind 
it every night.  I wear my 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  2/ 
and that wont [sic] be all I shall wear.  
And then I came home and ate my 
supper and then I took the car to  
George Barr’s and had the wheels 
adjusted on the car.  And then I went 
Shorty’s gas station.  I put 8 gallons of 
Ethyl.  I then had the oil drained 
out and had the crank case flushed 
out and had the oil put in.  I had 
number 30 put in.  I had disstilled [sic] 
water put in the battery and I had 
the radiator drained and had water 
put in.  And I had air put in the  
tires.  Now wasn’t that good.  Don’t  
you think I’m a good girl and don’t I 
take good care of our little car.  I feel 
so good that everything is in tip top  
shape. 
    And then I went to Pa [&] Aunt Celia’s 
and took her gift to her (Mother’s Day) 
  I think I’m going to take the 
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  4/ 
watch to work and I wear yours only for 
good.  And its [sic] running very good.  
   And now about the puzzle. 
   The first part was right.  It was  
I love you very very much and the 
second part part which was I.W.D.O.Y.T. 
means I will dream of you tonight. 
Simple, isn’t it? 
   Well, Baby, It’s 10:00 and I’m 
getting very sleepy so I shall go 
to sleep and dream I’m in my 
darling hubby’s arms. 
  Your own, 
          Fink. 
 
